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15 Characteristics of Fascism 

1. Excessive expressions of nationalism

2. Disdain for human rights

3. Identification of enemies/scapegoats as a unifying cause

4. The supremacy of the military and law enforcement

5. Rampant sexism

6. A control of the mass media

7. Obsession with national security

8. Religion and ruling elite are unified together

9. Power of corporations protected

10. Power of labor suppressed and/or eliminated

11. Disdain and suppression of intellectuals and the arts

12. Obsession with crime and punishment

13. Rampant cronyism and corruption

14. Fraudulent elections

15. Cult of the leader
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Chapter 1 
Know Thy Fascist

The first step in any fight is to know who you’re up against. 
Luckily, fascists aren’t particularly subtle, though they’ve gotten 
craftier at blending into everyday life. Gone are the days when 
they’d show up in uniform and scream from podiums—now they 
disguise themselves as neighbors, coworkers, and, yes, even 
well-meaning relatives. Think of it like spotting a bad actor at 
community theater: they think they’re blending in, but once you 
know the signs, it’s painfully obvious.

Here’s a more comprehensive guide to identifying the modern-
day fascist, categorized by species and behavior. Treat it as a 
survival manual for democracy, or just a fun party game: Spot 
the Fascist in the Wild.

1. The Angry Internet Commenter
Scientific Name: Capslockus Enragedus

Habitat: Facebook groups with names like “Real Patriots of 
America,” Reddit threads about lizard people, YouTube comment 
sections.

Call: “I’M JUST ASKING QUESTIONS!!!”

The Angry Internet Commenter is the digital age’s loudest—
and most obnoxious—fascist. Their preferred method of 
communication is SHOUTING IN ALL CAPS, usually in response 
to someone’s innocent post about puppy adoption or a video of 
a baby eating spaghetti. No topic is safe from their wrath, and 
they have opinions about everything.

While they claim to be “just asking questions,” their questions 
are less about seeking knowledge and more about delivering 
misinformation with a side of vitriol. They believe that 
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using emojis (especially American flags, bald eagles, and an 
assortment of fire emojis) and triple exclamation marks makes 
their point clearer. It does not.

Their worldview is a chaotic mix of half-baked conspiracy 
theories, Fox News talking points, and an unhealthy obsession 
with the phrase “fake news.” They’ve convinced themselves that 
the world is out to get them, and only by yelling at strangers 
online can they make their voices heard.

Advanced Identification Tips:

•	 Commonly seen responding to any headline with 
“If Trump were still president, this wouldn’t be 
happening!!!” (Note: Trump is no longer president.)

•	 They often use the phrase “I’m not racist, but...” 
which is then followed by something, in fact, 
extremely racist.

•	 Their usernames are often variations on 
“Patriot1776,” “FreedomEagle,” or “MAGA_Warrior.”
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What To Do: Engaging with an Angry Internet Commenter is 
about as productive as trying to teach a cat to do your taxes. 
You can try, but it’ll just end with you feeling frustrated, and 
the cat will keep knocking things off the table. Instead, respond 
with sarcasm, or better yet, don’t respond at all. They thrive on 
the idea that someone is paying attention to their rage-fueled 
rants. Starve them of that attention, and they’ll eventually move 
on to another target, like a news article about the latest space 
mission (which they’ll claim is fake).

2. The Power-Hungry Politician
Scientific Name: Dictatorius Wannabeus

Habitat: Congress, campaign rallies, cable news, and 
occasionally attempting a coup from their living room.

Call: “I’m just trying to protect our freedoms... by taking yours away.”

Ah, the Power-Hungry Politician—the person who claims they’re 
“just here to serve the people,” but only if those people look, 
think, and worship exactly like them. This species is easily 
recognized by its tendency to conflate personal ambition with 
national interest. They don’t actually care about the “common 
man” unless that man happens to be a wealthy donor.

The Power-Hungry Politician has learned the art of 
plausible deniability. They won’t outright say they support 
authoritarianism. No, they’ll hide behind vague promises of 
“security” and “order.” But dig just a little deeper, and you’ll 
find a person who would happily suspend elections if it meant 
keeping their job another four years.

Their tactics include fear-mongering (because nothing unites 
a base like an imaginary enemy), voter suppression (because 
democracy works best when fewer people participate), and, of 
course, grandstanding on cable news with ominous warnings 
about how “America is in danger.” Usually from women, 
minorities, or anyone who says “happy holidays.”



4

Advanced Identification Tips:

•	 Look for campaign slogans that emphasize vague 
concepts like “traditional values” without ever 
defining what those values are.

•	 They’ll often throw their weight behind policies 
that make it harder to vote or protest because 
nothing says “freedom” like keeping people from 
exercising their rights.
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•	 Favorite phrases include “law and order,” “family 
values,” and “strong leadership” (all code for “I’d 
like to be a dictator, please”).

What To Do: While you might be tempted to engage in debates 
about policy or ethics with this type, don’t be fooled. They’re 
not here to argue; they’re here to win. You can try fact-
checking them, but they’ve likely mastered the art of dodging 
direct questions and responding with platitudes. The best 
strategy? Organize, vote, and relentlessly remind them that 
“freedom” means more than just the right to say whatever 
they want without consequences.

3. The Nostalgic Uncle
Scientific Name: Regressivus Backyardbarbecuensis

Habitat: Family gatherings, sports bars, the comment section of 
any article about “cancel culture.”

Call: “Back in my day, people knew how to respect authority!”

The Nostalgic Uncle doesn’t hate progress—he just finds it 
deeply inconvenient. Sure, he doesn’t really believe in fascism, 
but that’s mostly because he’s convinced that if we could just 
return to “the good old days,” when everything was simple 
(and by “simple,” he means socially stratified), all our problems 
would be solved. He’s like a human time capsule from 1952, but 
with a smartphone.

Nostalgic Uncle is endlessly frustrated by young people and 
their “newfangled ideas” about equality, fairness, and not being 
jerks. He’s not racist, he’ll tell you—he just thinks everyone 
should stay in their lane. He’s not sexist either, but isn’t it 
just common sense that men should be the breadwinners? 
And when it comes to immigration, well, let’s just say he’s 
“concerned about the direction the country’s heading.”
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Advanced Identification Tips: 

•	 He’ll bring up Ronald Reagan in every conversation, 
even if the topic is something innocuous like soup.

•	 If you mention any kind of social movement, he’ll 
respond with “kids these days just need to toughen up.”

•	 He often watches “news” shows hosted by ex-
actors who now think they’re political experts.

What To Do: Engage with caution. You’ll probably never convince 
the Nostalgic Uncle that the 1950s were problematic, but you 
can at least introduce him to some modern facts—gently, of 
course. Counter his arguments with humor and charm, and 
throw in a few historical reminders that things weren’t actually 
great for a lot of people back then. Or, if all else fails, smile and 
change the subject to football.

4. The Facebook “Researcher”
Scientific Name: Conspiracius Confirmus

Habitat: Facebook, chain emails, that weird corner of the 
internet where every ad is for survival gear.

Call: “Do your own research!”

The Facebook Researcher isn’t just your average misinformed 
citizen. No, they’re an expert in everything, thanks to three 
YouTube videos and a few posts from “FreedomFighters.biz.” 
This species is marked by its relentless need to inform others 
about “what’s really going on,” even when nobody asked. Their 
greatest enemy is mainstream media (except when it supports 
their point of view), and their best friend is the “share” button.
The Facebook Researcher genuinely believes they are doing 
the world a service by spreading dubious articles and wild 
conspiracy theories, from chemtrails to “globalist” cabals. They 
have an almost supernatural ability to ignore any information 
that contradicts their worldview, and they’ll often claim that 
anyone who disagrees with them is either brainwashed or 
secretly working for the government.
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Advanced Identification Tips:

•	 Favorite sources include websites that look like 
they were built in 1998 and have a URL that ends in 
“.biz” or “.freedom.”

•	 They’ll often start conversations with “I’m not 
saying it’s true, but isn’t it interesting that…?”

•	 They may also believe that wearing a mask during 
a pandemic is the first step toward a dystopian 
nightmare where Big Government tracks your every 
move (spoiler: your phone already does that).
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What To Do: This one’s tricky. Trying to convince The Facebook 
Researcher they’re wrong is like trying to convince a cat that 
lasers aren’t real—it’s a losing battle. Your best option is to 
respond with absurdity. If they send you an article about the 
moon landing being faked, reply with a link to a fake article 
about pigeons being government surveillance drones. Confuse 
them until they retreat.

Final Thoughts: Stay Vigilant and Humorous

Now that you’ve got your field guide to identifying the various 
species of fascism in America, it’s time to equip yourself with 
the right tools for fighting back. Always remember: humor is 
your best weapon. When confronting these “species,” your 
laughter can disarm their hostility and your questions can 
challenge their beliefs.

Keep your eyes peeled, engage with wit, and never forget the 
ultimate truth: the fight against fascism is serious, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t poke fun at it. After all, if we’re going to 
save democracy, we might as well enjoy the ride!



9



10



11

Chapter 2 
Engaging with Fascists: 
How to Fight Without 

Losing Your Mind 
(or Your Sense of Humor)

So, you’ve spotted a fascist. Whether it’s at the family dinner 
table, on a neighborhood Facebook page, or in line at the 
grocery store, the important question becomes: What do you 
do now? Fighting fascism isn’t just about showing up at protests 
and voting in every election (although please, for the love of 
democracy, do both of those things). It’s about day-to-day 
interactions and knowing when to engage, how to engage, and 
when to back off before you find yourself three hours into a 
pointless argument about why birds are not, in fact, government 
surveillance drones.

In this chapter, we’ll break down common fascist conversational 
tactics, the pitfalls to avoid, and how to outmaneuver them with 
a mix of humor, facts, and sheer willpower.

1. The “Just Asking Questions” Trap
Fascist Tactic: The classic fascist opener: “I’m not saying I 
believe this, but I’m just asking questions.” This is the rhetorical 
version of dipping a toe into the conspiracy swamp while 
pretending they’re still standing on solid ground. By posing 
their outrageous, sometimes racist or wildly incorrect claims as 
“questions,” they sidestep accountability. After all, they’re just 
asking! Nothing wrong with that, right?

Examples include:

•	 “Why are we letting so many immigrants in? I mean, 
I’m just asking, what’s the limit?”
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•	 “Isn’t it suspicious that there’s a global effort to 
combat climate change? Who stands to benefit 
from all this?”

•	 “If vaccines are so safe, why do so many people get 
sick after taking them?”

How to Handle It: First off, remember: They aren’t really asking. 
They’re laying rhetorical traps, hoping you’ll either fall into 
an endless fact-checking spiral or lose your cool. The trick is 
to stay calm, play it cool, and point out the absurdity in their 
“questions.” Don’t let them dictate the flow of the conversation 
with bad-faith inquiries.

Your Response:

•	 Turn the Tables: “Oh, interesting question. But 
before I answer, can you prove that birds aren’t 
actually tiny drones spying on us? I’m just asking.”

•	 Ask a Better Question: “Good point, but let me ask 
you something: Why are we more worried about 
immigrants than the corporations dodging billions 
in taxes? I’m just asking.”

•	 Call It Out: “Funny how people ‘just ask questions’ 
when they’re trying to push a really bad idea 
without saying it out loud.”

This strategy exposes the hollowness of their “just asking 
questions” game. Once you refuse to treat their statements 
as legitimate queries, they’re left trying to defend their weak 
position without the protective shield of faux curiosity.

2. The Outrage Avalanche
Fascist Tactic: Outrage, outrage, outrage! The goal here is to 
overwhelm you with sheer volume. They’ll throw a dozen angry, 
fear-mongering claims at you in quick succession, hoping you 
can’t respond to everything. For example:
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•	 “The government’s taking away our freedoms, 
they’re flooding our country with illegal immigrants, 
the schools are indoctrinating our kids, and the 
media is lying to us about everything!”

This rapid-fire approach is designed to paralyze you. You can’t 
respond to all of it because before you can finish a thought, 
they’ve already moved on to the next outlandish claim.

How to Handle It: The key here is not to take the bait. Trying to 
respond to each point will leave you frazzled and frustrated. 
Instead, take a deep breath, slow things down, and focus on 
one thing at a time.
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Your Response:

•	 Choose One Issue: “Okay, hold on—let’s focus on 
one thing. You said schools are indoctrinating 
kids. What exactly do you mean by that? Like, 
teaching them math and history? That sort of 
indoctrination?”

•	 Defuse with Humor: “Wow, that’s a lot of outrage. 
I haven’t seen that much anger since the last time 
someone said pineapple belongs on pizza.”

•	 Question Their Sources: “Interesting. Where did 
you hear all of this? Was it from the same people 
who warned us about the dangers of 5G towers 
turning us into zombies?”

By focusing on a single point, you force them to defend their 
specific argument rather than allowing them to skip from one 
exaggerated claim to the next. And injecting a little humor? 
That’s just the icing on the cake.

3. The Fake Fact Flood
Fascist Tactic: Fascists love to throw out random “facts” that 
sound plausible but are, in reality, completely false. They’ll toss 
these around with such confidence that you might feel like 
you’ve stepped into an alternate dimension where truth and 
logic have taken a permanent vacation.

Examples include:

•	 “Crime has never been higher in the United States—
it’s out of control!”

•	 “Voter fraud is rampant, and that’s why we need 
stricter voting laws.”

•	 “Climate change is a hoax made up by scientists 
who just want grant money.”
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These “facts” are designed to derail the conversation. They’re 
almost always vague enough to sound believable, but also 
wrong enough to send you scrambling for real data.

How to Handle It: Fact-checking is important, but don’t let the 
conversation devolve into a numbers game where they’re just 
throwing out random statistics. Instead, calmly correct the 
misinformation and pivot back to the broader issue.

Your Response:

•	 The Simple Truth: “Actually, crime has been 
decreasing steadily over the past few decades. 
But what really matters here is why they keep 
spreading fear about it—what are they trying to 
distract us from?”
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•	 Ridicule the Fake Fact: “Voter fraud, huh? So… the 
12 whole cases they’ve found in the last ten years 
are why we need to upend democracy?”

•	 Ask for Evidence: “Oh really? Where did you hear 
that? Do you have any credible sources, or are we 
still relying on PatriotNews.biz?”

Once you demand real evidence, you’ll usually see them 
flounder because—surprise—they don’t have any. Exposing the 
thin veneer of credibility around their fake facts is a great way 
to stop them in their tracks.
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4. The Victimhood Complex
Fascist Tactic: Fascists love playing the victim. Despite often 
holding positions of power, they’ll act as though they’re the 
underdogs in society’s great game, oppressed by political 
correctness, minorities, and anyone who dares disagree 
with them.

Examples include:

•	 “I’m just trying to protect free speech, but now I’m 
being attacked for it!”

•	 “The left is trying to silence me just because I have 
a different opinion!”

•	 “People like me can’t say anything anymore without 
being labeled a racist!”

This tactic is particularly dangerous because it warps the 
narrative, framing fascists as the oppressed minority fighting for 
their rights when, in reality, they’re just looking for an excuse to 
continue pushing harmful ideologies.

How to Handle It: Empathy is important, but don’t get drawn 
into the emotional manipulation. Acknowledge their feelings, 
but reframe the conversation around the larger societal context.

Your Response:

•	 Flip the Script: “I hear you, but let’s be honest 
here—you’re not the one whose rights are 
actually being attacked. It’s the people who are 
discriminated against daily. Why do you feel your 
free speech should come at their expense?”

•	 Introduce Perspective: “It must be tough to feel 
silenced, but imagine what it’s like for people who 
have been marginalized for centuries. They’ve 
never had the same platform you do.”
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•	 Sarcasm for the Win: “Oh no, people disagree with 
you? How dare they. Truly, we live in the darkest 
timeline.”

By acknowledging their emotions without validating their 
skewed worldview, you can steer the conversation toward a 
more reasonable discussion. Plus, a little light sarcasm can help 
deflate their victim complex without directly attacking them.

5. The Paranoid Patriot
Fascist Tactic: The Paranoid Patriot is convinced that every 
government action is a slippery slope to totalitarianism. They 
have a deep-seated belief that “the government” (never mind 
who’s in charge of it) is secretly plotting to take away their 
rights. Whether it’s a mask mandate, a new tax law, or traffic 
lights, they’re sure it’s all part of a grand conspiracy to establish 
a Big Brother-style dystopia.

Examples include:

•	 “This is how it starts, you know—first they make you 
wear a mask, then they control everything you do.”

•	 “Gun control? That’s just step one of disarming us 
before they turn us into slaves.”

•	 “You think traffic cameras are about safety? It’s 
surveillance, man. They’re watching us!”

How to Handle It: Don’t feed their paranoia, but also don’t try 
to completely dismiss it, or they’ll just double down. Instead, 
calmly point out how these policies actually work, and maybe 
sprinkle in a lot of humor.  
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Chapter 3 
Rallying the Troops 

(a.k.a. Getting Normal 
People to Care Without 
Sounding Like a Crazy 

Person)
So, you’ve identified the fascists, you’ve sparred with them 
in the comment sections and at family dinners, and you’ve 
walked away (mostly) with your sanity intact. Bravo! You’ve 
survived the first few battles in the war for democracy. But 
fighting fascism isn’t a solo act. You’re going to need allies. No 
one stops a creeping authoritarian regime by themselves (well, 
unless you’re in a Marvel movie, and even then, it usually takes 
a whole team). The challenge, however, is getting regular, non-
politically-obsessed people to care.

You see, for every one of us who is spending sleepless nights 
arguing with random internet trolls or watching CNN until 
our eyes twitch, there’s someone out there happily scrolling 
through cat memes and TikTok dances, blissfully unaware of 
the existential crisis our country faces. These folks aren’t evil—
they’re just distracted. And honestly, who can blame them? 
Between jobs, kids, Netflix marathons, and trying to remember 
their Wi-Fi password, they’ve got enough on their plate without 
having to dive into the nightmare that is modern politics.

So how do we rally the troops without looking like that guy 
on the subway wearing a tinfoil hat and screaming about 
mind control? It’s tricky, but not impossible. With the right 
approach, you can turn even the most politically indifferent into 
democracy-saving warriors. Here’s how.
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1. The “Soft Launch” of Political Discourse
Situation: You’re at a casual gathering—maybe a BBQ or a 
Zoom call where no one’s in the mood to talk about politics. 
The conversation is light, you’re eating potato salad, and 
suddenly, someone mentions, “I can’t believe gas prices are 
this high.” Boom. That’s your opening! But how do you go from 
a comment about gas prices to a full-blown anti-fascist rally 
without everyone pretending they just got an urgent text and 
wandering away?

The Mistake to Avoid: Do NOT, under any circumstances, 
respond with something like, “Well, if corporate greed didn’t 
control every aspect of our democracy, we wouldn’t be in this 
mess, but thanks to unchecked capitalist fascism—” because, 
guess what? They’re tuning you out by the time you get to 
“unchecked.” People don’t want to feel like they just enrolled 
in a night class on radical politics while trying to enjoy their 
burgers.

How to Handle It: The trick here is subtlety. It’s all about 
planting seeds—tiny little democracy seeds that will grow over 
time into a full-fledged desire to join the fight against fascism. 
You don’t need to start with a manifesto. Instead, be breezy, be 
relatable, and most importantly, be funny.

Your Response:

•	 “Yeah, gas prices ware nuts. I heard the oil 
companies are having their biggest profit year ever 
though, so at least someone’s having a good time.”

•	 “Crazy, right? If we had a little more government 
oversight on these giant corporations, maybe they 
wouldn’t be able to charge us an arm and a leg just to 
drive to work.”

•	 “I know! I’m just waiting for the day when they start 
charging us for the air we breathe. Actually, I probably 
shouldn’t joke—someone will get that idea.”
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These responses are casual, they’re funny, and they open the 
door for more serious conversation without you coming across 
like an enraged political activist who’s going to flip the table if 
people don’t agree with you. The key here is to leave them with 
a thought, a little nugget of information that makes them go, 
“Huh. That’s a good point.” Once they’re thinking, you’ve won 
the first battle.

2. The Overwhelmed Friend
Situation: We all know this person. They’re your friend, sibling, 
or neighbor who is aware of what’s going on, but they’re so 
overwhelmed by the sheer dumpster fire that is politics, they’ve 
checked out. “It’s all too much,” they say, between sips of iced 
coffee, “Everything’s broken, nothing matters, and what can we 
even do about it anyway?” You can’t argue with the logic—they 
aren’t wrong—but this defeatist attitude is playing right into 
fascism’s tiny, grubby hands. The more people check out, the 
easier it is for authoritarianism to slide in like an uninvited 
houseguest who won’t leave.

The Mistake to Avoid: Don’t try to match their despair with 
more despair. Responding with, “I know, it’s terrifying. Honestly, 
I think democracy is dead and we’re probably all going to end 
up living in some Hunger Games scenario,” will only make them 
retreat further into their blanket cocoon of apathy.

How to Handle It: Instead, acknowledge their feelings but offer 
a glimmer of hope wrapped in humor. The goal here is to nudge 
them out of their despair spiral by showing them that, yes, 
things suck, but we can still do something about it—and even 
have some laughs along the way.

Your Response:

•	 “Yeah, politics is a hot mess right now, but hey, at 
least we’re not being ruled by a guy who thinks 
injecting bleach is a good medical idea. Yet.”
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•	 “I get it—it’s a lot. But we can’t let the bad guys win 
by just giving up. We’ll look so lame in the history 
books. Like, I refuse to let future kids think we were 
all just too tired to save the world.”

•	 “Trust me, I’d love to just binge-watch TV and 
pretend everything’s fine, but if we don’t stay in 
the fight, we’ll end up in some weird Handmaid’s 
Tale reboot, and frankly, I don’t look good in red.”

This approach is light, it’s real, and it recognizes their exhaustion 
without encouraging it. You’re meeting them where they are but 
reminding them that checking out isn’t an option because, well, 
the stakes are too high. Humor softens the blow of the cold, 
hard truth that we all need to stay engaged, even if it’s just in 
small ways.
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3. The Conspiracy-Theory Curious Cousin
Situation: You’ve got that cousin (or uncle, neighbor, former 
college roommate—there’s always one) who isn’t a full-blown 
conspiracy theorist, but they’ve started to dip their toes into the 
swampy waters of paranoia. They’ll casually mention something 
like, “You know, I’ve been thinking a lot about how much control 
Big Pharma has over our lives,” or, “I’m just saying, it’s weird 
how all these billionaires are buying up farmland, right?” It’s 
subtle, but you can hear the faint echo of the QAnon theme 
music playing in the background. You want to intervene before 
they go full “Birds Aren’t Real.”

The Mistake to Avoid: Don’t laugh them off or mock them. It’s 
tempting to just say, “Okay, Cousin Jim, I’m gonna stop you right 
there before we all end up wearing tinfoil hats,” but that’ll just 
make them dig their heels in harder. The more you dismiss 
them, the more they’ll feel like they’re the ones who know the 
“real truth” that you’re too brainwashed to see.

How to Handle It: Gently guide them back to reality. This 
requires a balance of curiosity, humor, and a light sprinkling of 
facts. The key is not to outright reject their claims but to show 
them the holes in their logic in a way that feels conversational 
and non-threatening.

Your Response:

•	 “Huh, yeah, I’ve heard people talk about Big 
Pharma, too. But then I remember that my doctor is 
like, a regular person who drives a Toyota and goes 
to yoga on the weekends. If there’s a secret evil Big 
Pharma conspiracy, I’m guessing she’s not in on it.”

•	 “Yeah, billionaires are definitely weird, but I’m more 
worried about them hoarding money and dodging 
taxes than whether they’re buying farmland. Maybe 
we should be thinking about why they have so 
much power in the first place?”
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•	 “I hear you, but if there’s really a secret group 
controlling everything, I just have one question: 
why are they so bad at it? Like, if I were in charge of 
the world, I’d definitely fix my Wi-Fi first.”

By using humor and relatable examples, you make the 
conversation less about debunking their entire worldview 
and more about showing them that the simpler, more logical 
explanations make more sense. Over time, this approach can 
bring them back from the edge before they start stockpiling 
canned beans and preparing for the end times.
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4. The Apolitical Coworker
Situation: You’re in the break room or on a work call, and 
politics comes up casually. Your coworker shrugs and says, “I 
don’t really get into politics. It’s all just a bunch of noise to 
me.” They aren’t against you, they aren’t for you—they’re just 
on the sidelines, drinking their cold brew and pretending like 
none of this matters to their day-to-day life. These people are 
the hardest to get on board because they don’t see how any of 
this affects them.

The Mistake to Avoid: Don’t start ranting. Launching into a fiery 
speech about why politics is literally the only thing that matters 
will make them back away slowly, clutching their coffee like a 
life raft. They’re not here for a TED Talk.

How to Handle It: Make it personal. You need to connect politics 
to their everyday life in a way that feels relevant but also low-
stakes. And, as always, humor helps.

Your Response:

•	 “Yeah, I get it. It’s a lot. But you know who does 
care? The people deciding whether or not your 
rent is going up or whether your health insurance 
covers that thing you need.”

•	 “I hear you. It’s all noise—until they cut your 
paycheck because some politician decided they’d 
rather help out billionaires than regular people.”

•	 “Totally understand. But just imagine how 
hilarious it’ll be when we’re all in a Mad Max-style 
apocalypse because no one bothered to vote for 
clean energy policies.”

By connecting politics to their personal interests and using 
humor to break the ice, you can nudge them toward seeing 
that, like it or not, this stuff matters. And once they start paying 
attention, it’s a short hop from mild interest to fully engaged 
citizen. (Fingers crossed.)
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5. The Unlikely Hero
Situation: Occasionally, you’ll find someone who surprises you. 
Maybe it’s your grandmother who, despite years of watching 
Fox News, suddenly starts quoting Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 
Maybe it’s your former high school classmate who was always 
a bit of a bro, but now he’s talking about wealth inequality and 
systemic racism. These are the people who remind you that, 
despite everything, people can change.

How to Handle It: Celebrate them! Give them the credit they 
deserve, and use their transformation as inspiration for others. 
If they can make the leap, so can anyone.

Your Response:

•	 “Wow, Grandma, didn’t see that one coming. Next 
thing you’ll tell me is that you’re leading the local 
DSA chapter!”
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•	 “Dude, I’m honestly so proud of you. I never thought 
I’d see the day you’d be quoting Bernie Sanders.”

•	 “Well, if you’re woke now, I guess the revolution is 
truly upon us!”

Celebrate these victories, however small they may seem, and 
use them as fuel to keep going. Change happens one person 
at a time, and before you know it, your ragtag team of unlikely 
anti-fascist warriors might just save the world.

And there you have it—how to rally the troops without sounding 
like you’ve lost your mind. It’s all about balance: a little humor, 
a little patience, and a lot of persistence.
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Chapter 4 
Tools of the Trade: 

How to Arm Yourself with 
Humor and Resistance

Congratulations! You’ve made it to Chapter 4, which means 
you’ve successfully identified various species of fascism lurking 
in the wild. Now, it’s time to equip yourself with the tools you 
need to fight back against these annoying critters—without 
losing your mind or your sense of humor. This chapter will cover 
a variety of strategies for resisting fascism, all while sprinkling 
in a bit of laughter to keep things light. Because, let’s be honest, 
if we’re not having fun while dismantling tyranny, are we even 
doing it right?

1. Know Your Allies: Building Your                      
    Resistance Squad

First things first: you’re going to need a squad. Think of it like 
assembling the Avengers, but instead of superhuman strength, 
you’ll have fierce debates and lots of snacks. Your resistance 
squad can include friends, family, and that one neighbor who 
always seems to have the best memes to share.

Key Characteristics of a Good Resistance Ally:

•	 Sense of Humor: You’ll need someone who can 
find the absurdity in any situation. If they can turn 
a dreary political discussion into a laughing fit, 
keep them close!

•	 Diverse Perspectives: A well-rounded squad will 
include people from various backgrounds, giving 
you a rich tapestry of ideas and strategies.
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•	 Snack Enthusiast: Never underestimate the power 
of snacks in any movement. If your meetings 
involve cheese puffs and cookies, you’ll have better 
morale than any revolutionary group in history.

How to Recruit:

•	 Start by casually mentioning your fight against 
fascism in everyday conversations. “Hey, did you 
see that ridiculous tweet? Fascism is so last century, 
right?”

•	 Host a potluck with the theme “Tacos and 
Resistance”—because who can resist tacos? Bonus 
points for witty menu names like “Guac Against 
Fascism” or “Make America Great Again (With Salsa).”
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2. Educate Yourself: Knowledge is Power   
    (and Humor)

As much as we love to laugh, knowledge is one of your most 
powerful weapons against fascism. The more you know, the 
more effectively you can counteract misinformation and myths. 
Luckily, this doesn’t have to be boring!

Fun Ways to Educate Yourself:

•	 Books: Dive into political satire or insightful 
non-fiction. You could read classics like 1984 or 
contemporary humorists like Jon Stewart and John 
Oliver. Who says education can’t be fun?

•	 Podcasts: Tune into comedic podcasts that tackle 
political topics. “Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me” is a great 
way to get your news fix while chuckling at the 
absurdity of it all.

•	 Online Courses: Platforms like Coursera and Khan 
Academy offer free courses on history, politics, 
and social justice. Enroll in one, and tell everyone 
you’re “studying fascism” like it’s an elite degree!

Creating Your Own Curriculum: Why not start a book club 
where everyone reads something related to resistance? You 
could even have themed nights where members dress up as 
historical figures who fought against tyranny. Nothing says 
“serious discussion” like debating fascism while dressed as a 
colonial revolutionary!

3. Mastering the Art of Sarcastic Rebuttals
When confronting fascism, sometimes it’s best to take the high 
road… via sarcasm. Witty retorts can make a powerful impact, 
especially when they catch people off guard. Here are some 
“rebuttals” to common fascist arguments that are perfect for 
turning the tables:
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Common Argument: “We need to control the borders to protect 
our jobs!”
Sarcastic Comeback: “Oh, absolutely! Let’s just put a giant 
inflatable wall up—those work great at children’s birthday 
parties!”

Common Argument: “They’re taking away our freedoms!”
Sarcastic Comeback: “Right, because nothing screams ‘freedom’ 
like banning books and controlling people’s bodies. What’s 
next, outlawing ice cream?”

Common Argument: “We have to get back to traditional values!”
Sarcastic Comeback: “Sure, let’s do that! When was the last time 
we had women in the workplace or people of color in positions 
of power? Oh wait…”

4. Be the Meme-Master: Humor as Resistance
In the age of social media, memes are the modern-day protest 
sign. They’re a powerful tool for spreading awareness, mocking 
absurdity, and creating solidarity. You don’t need to be a graphic 
designer—just a little creativity and a sense of humor.

How to Create Memes:

•	 Utilize Templates: Websites like Canva and Imgflip 
have tons of meme templates to help you get 
started. Pick one that fits your message and go 
wild!

•	 Current Events: Tie your  memes to trending topics 
for maximum visibility. For instance, if someone is 
making ridiculous claims about immigrants, slap 
a meme over their face that says “You can’t spell 
‘ignorance’ without ‘us’!”

•	 Be Relatable: Use everyday scenarios to highlight 
absurdities. Create memes about the struggle 
of explaining basic human rights to relatives at 
Thanksgiving—because everyone can relate to that!
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5. Organize Local Events: Fun Meets Activism
If you want to make a real impact, get out there and organize 
events! Think of it as your chance to turn resistance into a 
community affair. Bonus points if you can make it enjoyable.

Types of Events:

•	 Comedy Nights: Host open-mic nights where 
comedians can roast the absurdity of fascism. 
Laughter is a great unifier, and who doesn’t love a 
good laugh?

•	 Art Exhibitions: Showcase local artists who create 
pieces centered on resistance. Art has the power to 
inspire and challenge.

•	 Community Clean-Up: Combine activism with 
community service. Host a clean-up day at a local park, 
followed by a potluck. “Let’s clean up our community 
and fight fascism, one trash bag at a time!”
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6. The Power of Letters: Writing Your Way 
    to Change

Don’t underestimate the power of the written word! Whether it’s 
sending a letter to your local representatives or starting a blog, 
your words can spark change. Plus, writing can be therapeutic—
perfect for when the world feels overwhelming.

Writing Tips:

•	 Be Authentic: Share your personal experiences 
with fascism or discrimination. Your voice matters, 
and people connect with real stories.

•	 Incorporate Humor: Use wit to make your points 
resonate. “Dear Senator, I think you’ve mistaken 
‘freedom’ for ‘only for people I agree with.’ Let’s 
clarify that!”

7. Laugh it Off: Keep Your Sanity Intact
Finally, remember to laugh. The fight against fascism is ongoing, 
and it’s easy to get bogged down in despair. Finding humor in 
the chaos is essential to maintaining your sanity.

Tips for Keeping Your Spirits High:

•	 Create a “Fascist Bingo” Game: The next time 
you’re watching the news or a political debate, 
make a bingo card with common fascist phrases 
and see who gets bingo first. It’s a hilarious way to 
stay engaged while having fun.

•	 Daily Humor Practice: Spend a few minutes each 
day reading or watching something funny. Whether 
it’s stand-up comedy or funny cat videos, humor 
can be a great stress reliever.
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Final Thoughts: Keep Fighting and Keep Laughing

Armed with humor, knowledge, and a fantastic squad, you are 
now ready to take on the world of American fascism! Remember 
that every little action counts—whether it’s a witty comeback, a 
meme shared, or a community event organized.

Fighting against fascism doesn’t have to be a solemn task. So, 
get out there, laugh a little, and remind everyone that resistance 
can be fun. Because if we can’t laugh in the face of oppression, 
what are we even fighting for?

Let’s turn this fight into a party—after all, who doesn’t love a 
good rally with snacks, laughter, and the spirit of resistance? 
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Chapter 5 
Humor: Your Secret 
Weapon in the Fight 

Against Fascism
Welcome to Chapter 5, where we explore one of the most 
underrated tools in the activist toolbox: humor! That’s right, 
folks—while some may arm themselves with protest signs and 
pamphlets, you’re about to learn how laughter can be your 
most potent weapon against fascism. Because if you can’t laugh 
at the absurdities of life, what’s even the point?
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So buckle up, grab your favorite snack (preferably something 
crunchy for maximum comedic effect), and let’s dive into the 
delightful world of using humor to resist tyranny!

1. The Power of Laughter: Why Humor Matters
You might be thinking, “How can jokes possibly help us fight 
fascism?” Well, let’s break it down. Humor can diffuse tension, 
bring people together, and highlight the ridiculousness of 
oppressive ideologies. When the world feels heavy, a good 
laugh can lift spirits and keep us motivated.

Benefits of Humor in Activism:

•	 Stress Relief: Activism can be intense, and laughter 
is one of the best stress relievers. A solid chuckle 
can turn your “I’m about to lose it” moment into 
a “Why did the fascist cross the road?” moment 
(Spoiler: to suppress free speech on the other 
side!).

•	 Building Connections: Shared laughter fosters 
camaraderie. When you and your fellow activists 
can share a joke, you create bonds that can 
withstand even the most serious of discussions.

•	 Making a Point: Humor can highlight the absurdity 
of oppressive regimes. Think of it as a cheeky way 
to say, “Hey, this is ridiculous!” without sounding 
like a cranky activist waving a finger.

2. Crafting Your Activist Persona:
    The Comedic Crusader

If you want to use humor effectively, consider adopting an 
“Activist Persona”—essentially, your superhero alter ego. This 
character can help you navigate serious topics with a light 
touch. Just remember, even superheroes have their off days!
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Tips for Crafting Your Persona:

•	 Choose Your Style: Will you be the “Witty Warrior” 
with sharp one-liners, or the “Punny Paladin” who 
loves a good play on words? Decide on a comedic 
style that feels authentic to you.

•	 Develop Catchphrases: Every good superhero 
needs a catchphrase. “Fascism? Not on my watch!” 
or “Down with tyranny, up with puns!” are great 
starters. Feel free to tweak them until they roll off 
the tongue like butter on hot corn.

•	 Dress the Part: Why not wear a silly hat or a colorful 
scarf while you protest? Nothing says “serious 
activist” like a bright yellow sombrero—after all, 
you’re here to have fun!

3. Making Memes Your Best Friends
Welcome to the meme revolution, where a picture is worth a 
thousand words (or, in our case, a thousand sarcastic quips). 
Memes are the perfect blend of humor and activism, allowing 
you to spread messages with a chuckle.

How to Create Impactful Memes:

•	 Use Popular Templates: Take advantage of popular 
meme formats (like Distracted Boyfriend or the “Is 
This a Pigeon?” guy) to create relatable content 
that resonates with a broad audience.

•	 Play with Captions: Get creative with your captions. 
For example, pair a confused-looking character 
with the phrase, “When you realize fascism isn’t 
a ‘thing of the past’ but a potential ‘thing of your 
future.’”

•	 Share Widely: Post your masterpieces on social 
media, where they can spread faster than wildfire. 
Just imagine the joy when your meme goes viral—
take that, authoritarian regimes!
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4. Stand-Up Comedy as Activism
Ever thought about trying stand-up comedy? Well, now might 
be the perfect time to step onto that stage and bring your 
resistance messages to life!

How to Get Started:

•	 Open Mic Nights: Look for local open mic nights 
at cafés or community centers. Prepare a set that 
cleverly mixes political commentary with personal 
anecdotes. Think: “So, I tried explaining democracy 
to my cat the other day…”
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•	 Invite Friends: Gather your activist friends for a 
“Resistance Comedy Night.” The more, the merrier—
and laughter is contagious! If someone bombs, you 
can all laugh together. Plus, it’s a great bonding 
experience!

•	 Create a Routine: Write a routine that tackles the 
absurdities of current events. Imagine a comedy 
special called “Fascists and Follies” where you 
break down the latest nonsensical political moves.

5. Sarcasm as a Shield
When dealing with difficult topics, sarcasm can be your trusty 
sidekick. It allows you to express frustration without losing your 
sense of humor. Just be careful—too much sarcasm can leave 
you sounding like a villain in a cheesy superhero movie.

Examples of Sarcastic Comebacks:

•	 When someone says, “We need to protect our way 
of life!”

“Oh, you mean the one where everyone is equal 
and free? Let me know when you find that in your 
local history book!”

•	 When a politician says, “We should limit free 
speech.”

“Absolutely! Let’s just start with all the terrible dad 
jokes out there. They’re a danger to society, I tell ya!”

6. Satirical Content Creation
If you’ve got a flair for writing, consider creating satirical 
content! Articles, blogs, and even videos can be powerful tools 
for critiquing fascism and absurdity while making people laugh.
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How to Craft Your Satire:

•	 Pick a Topic: Focus on a recent event or policy that 
makes your blood boil. Channel that energy into 
something humorous!

•	 Exaggerate for Effect: Take a real situation and 
exaggerate it to the point of absurdity. “In an 
unprecedented move, politicians decided that 
instead of free healthcare, they would provide 
everyone with complimentary band-aids!”
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•	 Create Parody Videos: If you’re feeling bold, grab 
a friend and create parody videos that mock 
current events. “Fascist Cooking Show” anyone? 
Just imagine the chaos as a “chef” teaches how to 
suppress dissent while making a soufflé.

7. Organizing Comedy Fundraisers
What better way to raise funds for your cause than through 
laughter? Organizing comedy fundraisers can be both fun 
and effective.

Steps for Organizing a Comedy Fundraiser:

•	 Find Comedians: Reach out to local comedians who 
might be willing to donate their time for a good 
cause. Chances are, they’ll jump at the opportunity!

•	 Choose a Venue: Look for a local spot that can host 
your event, whether it’s a bar, community center, or 
even someone’s backyard (just beware of the lawn 
gnomes).

•	 Promote the Event: Use social media and word of 
mouth to get the word out. “Join us for an evening of 
laughs as we raise funds to fight fascism—because 
nothing says ‘resistance’ like belly laughs!”

8. Laughing in the Face of Adversity
Finally, it’s important to remember that humor can help you 
cope with the challenges of activism. When the going gets 
tough, a good laugh can be the difference between despair and 
determination.

Tips for Finding Humor in Tough Times:

•	 Create an “Activist’s Journal”: Document the 
absurdities you encounter on your journey. 
Include funny anecdotes, bizarre interactions, and 
unexpected moments of joy. It’ll be a great source 
of laughter down the line.
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•	 Share Stories: Share your funny stories with fellow 
activists. You’ll not only brighten someone’s day, 
but you’ll also reinforce the idea that laughter can 
thrive even in tough circumstances.

•	 Celebrate Small Wins: No matter how small the 
victory, celebrate it with laughter. Whether it’s 
getting your neighbor to attend a meeting or finding 
a particularly hilarious meme, every win counts!

Final Thoughts: Laughing Towards a Better Tomorrow

As you venture deeper into the world of activism, remember 
that humor is your trusty sidekick. It can empower you, connect 
you with others, and provide a much-needed escape from the 
serious nature of the fight against fascism.

So let’s keep the laughter flowing as we navigate these 
tumultuous waters together. Because at the end of the day, 
fighting for justice should be as joyful as it is serious.

Now go forth, you delightful resistance warrior, and remember: 
the best way to fight fascism is with a hearty laugh and a 
willingness to poke fun at the absurdity around you. After all, 
who said activism can’t be a little silly? 
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Chapter 6
Community Building:

The Heart of Resistance 
(and Snacks)

Welcome to Chapter 6, where we delve into one of the most 
crucial aspects of fighting fascism: community building! 
Think of your local community as the secret weapon in your 
resistance arsenal. While you might envision a lone hero taking 
on tyranny, the truth is that it takes a village—preferably one 
filled with laughter, snacks, and a dash of absurdity—to make a 
meaningful impact. In this chapter, we’ll explore how to build 
your community, the power of grassroots activism, and how to 
keep the spirit of resistance alive—all while having a great time.

1. Why Community Matters: The Power of 
    “Us” Over “Me”

Fascism thrives on division and isolation. It wants you to feel 
alone, angry, and like the only sane person in a world full 
of “them.” But when you gather your friends, neighbors, and 
fellow activists, you create a support network that can amplify 
your efforts.

The Benefits of a Strong Community:

•	 Shared Resources: Two heads (or twenty) are 
better than one! Pooling resources—whether 
it’s knowledge, supplies, or even just emotional 
support—makes everything more manageable.

•	 Collective Power: When people come together, 
they can enact real change. Think of it as a group 
project, but this time, the stakes are democracy itself!
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•	 Emotional Support: Let’s face it—fighting against 
fascism can be draining. Having a community 
means you can vent, share jokes, and know that 
you’re not in this alone.

2. Finding Your Tribe: Identifying 
    Like-Minded Souls

You might be wondering, “But where do I find my community?” 
Fear not! Building your network can be easier (and more fun) 
than you think.

How to Locate Your Fellow Resistance Fighters:

•	 Attend Local Events: Whether it’s town hall 
meetings, book readings, or social justice rallies, 
getting out there is key. It’s like speed dating for 
activism—find your matches and spark those 
connections!

•	 Join Online Groups: Social media isn’t just for cat 
videos. There are tons of local activist groups on 
platforms like Facebook, Reddit, and Twitter. Just 
be careful—you might find yourself in a rabbit hole 
of memes and enlightenment!

•	 Volunteer: Offer your time to local organizations 
that align with your values. You’ll meet people 
passionate about the same causes, and who 
doesn’t love a good volunteer outing that usually 
ends in snacks?

3. Creating a Welcoming Space: The 
    “Anti- Fascist Café”

Imagine a gathering spot that’s warm, inviting, and just the right 
amount of quirky. Your community space doesn’t have to be 
fancy—it just has to be filled with good vibes and good people.
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Tips for Establishing Your Space:

•	 Host Regular Meet-Ups: Pick a local café, park, or 
even someone’s living room. Call it the “Anti-Fascist 
Café,” and provide some fun snacks—after all, no 
one can resist chips and guac while discussing 
democracy!

•	 Themed Nights: Spice things up with themed 
discussions. One week could be “History of 
Resistance,” and the next could be “Fascism in 
Movies: A Comedy.” Get your friends to dress up as 
their favorite historical figures—it’s like Halloween, 
but with a purpose!

•	 Art and Music Nights: Organize events showcasing 
local artists or musicians. There’s something 
incredibly powerful about art that speaks to the 
struggle against oppression. Plus, it’s a great 
excuse for a dance party!
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4. Grassroots Activism: The Power of 
    Local Action

Grassroots activism is like planting seeds in a garden—you may 
not see the results immediately, but with care and effort, you 
can create something beautiful and impactful.

Ideas for Grassroots Initiatives:

•	 Start a Community Garden: Not only does it beautify 
the neighborhood, but it also creates a sense of 
ownership and responsibility. Plus, fresh veggies 
for everyone! You could even name the garden 
something whimsical like “The Freedom Patch.”
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•	 Awareness Campaigns: Use your community’s 
unique talents to spread awareness. Create 
banners, host workshops, or put on plays that focus 
on social justice themes. If you have a dramatic 
friend, let them channel their inner Shakespeare 
to craft a short play on civil rights!

•	 Organize Local Clean-Ups: Make your community 
more beautiful while building camaraderie. Plus, 
who doesn’t love picking up trash together and 
feeling like you’re saving the world, one candy 
wrapper at a time?

5. Using Humor to Break the Ice
Activism can be serious work, but humor is your secret weapon 
for breaking the ice and fostering connections. A shared laugh can 
transform an uncomfortable meeting into a friendly gathering.

Tips for Infusing Humor into Activism:

•	 Funny Flyers: If you’re organizing an event, make 
your flyers hilarious. “Join us for an anti-fascist 
potluck! Bring your favorite dish, and let’s discuss 
how to save democracy (but really, bring dessert).”

•	 Icebreaker Games: At meetings, incorporate light-
hearted icebreakers. For instance, ask everyone to 
share their most ridiculous conspiracy theory. It’s 
a great way to ease tensions and remind everyone 
that absurdity knows no bounds!

•	 Meme Sharing: Create a dedicated time for sharing the 
funniest political memes. Not only does this keep the 
mood light, but it also fosters a sense of community 
as you all chuckle over shared frustrations.
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6. Encouraging Growth and Involvement
Once you’ve built a community, the next step is to keep 
everyone engaged and active. A vibrant community is one that 
encourages participation and growth.

How to Keep Your Community Thriving:

•	 Rotate Leadership Roles: Empower everyone by 
allowing different members to take turns leading 
discussions or organizing events. It’s like a fun 
game of musical chairs, but with leadership roles!

•	 Celebrate Achievements: Recognize small victories, 
whether it’s getting a local ordinance passed or 
simply having a successful event. You could even 
host a mini-awards ceremony—everyone loves a 
trophy, right?

•	 Encourage Skill Sharing: If someone in your group 
is a whiz at graphic design or social media, let them 
lead a workshop! Sharing skills not only strengthens 
the community but also builds confidence in each 
other.

7. The Importance of Self-Care
Amid all the activism, don’t forget to take care of yourself. 
Fighting against fascism is a marathon, not a sprint. Self-care is 
essential for maintaining your energy and passion.

Self-Care Tips for Activists:

•	 Schedule Downtime: Make sure to carve out time 
for relaxation. Whether it’s binge-watching your 
favorite show or curling up with a good book, give 
yourself permission to unwind.

•	 Connect with Nature: Spend time outdoors to 
recharge. A simple walk in the park can do wonders 
for your mental health. Just don’t forget to bring a 
friend—nothing like a good chat to lift your spirits!
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•	 Practice Humor: Remember that laughter is the 
best medicine. Watch a comedy special or share 
silly jokes with friends. You’ll be amazed at how a 
little laughter can lighten the heaviest of burdens.

Final Thoughts: Together We Rise
Building a community is the backbone of resistance against 
fascism. Through humor, camaraderie, and shared goals, you 
can create an environment where everyone feels empowered 
to stand up against tyranny. Remember, you’re not alone in this 
fight, and every little action counts.

So gather your fellow warriors, stock up on snacks, and let’s 
show fascism the door—together, with a whole lot of laughter 
and love. Because in the end, it’s not just about fighting against 
something; it’s about fighting for a world where everyone can 
thrive, and isn’t that worth celebrating? 
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Chapter 7
Education: 

The Ultimate Anti-Fascist 
Weapon (and You Don’t 

Even Need a Degree)
Welcome to Chapter 7! Today, we’re diving into the wonderful 
world of education and awareness—your ultimate anti-
fascist weapon. That’s right! While fascists may thrive on 
misinformation, ignorance, and the occasional mustache-
twirling villainy, you can arm yourself with knowledge and a 
healthy dose of humor. Think of education as your trusty shield 
and sword in this battle; it’s time to get learning!
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1. Knowledge Is Power: And Also, 
    Quite Entertaining

You might be wondering why education is so crucial in the fight 
against fascism. Well, let’s face it: when people are informed, 
they’re less likely to fall for the absurdities of oppressive 
ideologies. Knowledge empowers you to challenge lies, engage 
in meaningful discussions, and bring a delightful dose of reality 
to the conversation.

Benefits of Being Educated:

•	 Debunking Myths: With a well-informed arsenal, 
you can easily counter the ridiculous claims often 
made by fascists. “Oh, you think immigrants are 
stealing jobs? Let me pull out my handy-dandy chart 
and show you how that’s not even remotely true!”

•	 Encouraging Critical Thinking: An educated 
populace is a critical-thinking populace. Teach 
others to question the status quo and think for 
themselves—like a fun game of “Spot the Fallacy.”

•	 Promoting Empathy: Education helps people 
understand different perspectives, fostering 
empathy and compassion. Because let’s be real: 
it’s tough to be a jerk when you know the human 
stories behind the statistics!

2. Become a Knowledge Sponge: Tips for 
    Lifelong Learning

Ready to absorb information like a sponge? It’s easier (and more 
fun) than you think! Here are some creative ways to become a 
lifelong learner while also making a few friends along the way.
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Learning Strategies:

•	 Book Clubs: Join or start a book club focused on 
political literature, history, or social justice. Who 
knows? You might even find a hidden gem that 
inspires your next big protest! Bonus points if you 
serve snacks—everyone loves a good cheese platter 
while discussing the evils of authoritarianism.

•	 Podcasts and Documentaries: If reading isn’t your 
thing, there’s a whole world of podcasts and 
documentaries waiting for you! From “Fascism: 
The Musical” to “Why Dictators Love Cats,” 
there’s something for everyone. Just don’t forget 
your popcorn!

•	 Community Workshops: Attend workshops hosted 
by local organizations focusing on activism, history, 
and social justice. They’re often packed with great 
info and great people. Plus, you might learn a skill 
or two—who doesn’t want to know how to fold 
protest signs like a pro?

3. Spreading Awareness: The Power of Sharing
Once you’ve armed yourself with knowledge, it’s time to share 
it! Think of yourself as an information ninja, stealthily spreading 
awareness in your community like a superhero with a never-
ending supply of pamphlets.

Ways to Spread Awareness:

•	 Social Media Savvy: Use social media platforms 
to share articles, memes, and thought-provoking 
content. Just be careful—nothing says “I’m well-
informed” like a witty tweet with a side of irony. 
“Fascism is like a bad haircut; no one wants it, but 
somehow, it keeps coming back!”
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•	 Host Informative Events: Organize events in your 
community to educate others on the dangers of 
fascism. Think of it as a fun “Know Your Enemy” 
night—complete with trivia games and maybe even 
a few dramatic reenactments of historical events 
(bonus points for costumes).

•	 Create Zines: If you’re feeling artsy, make a zine 
that tackles topics related to fascism and social 
justice. Hand them out at local cafés or bookstores. 
Who doesn’t want to read something that looks 
like it’s straight out of a DIY punk-rock revolution?
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4. Critical Thinking: The Secret Sauce
As you share knowledge, it’s equally important to promote 
critical thinking. In a world filled with fake news, conspiracy 
theories, and cat videos (okay, maybe not the cat videos), 
teaching others to think critically is like handing them a pair of 
stylish glasses to see through the fog of misinformation.

Tips for Fostering Critical Thinking:

•	 Encourage Questioning: When discussing current 
events or controversial topics, encourage others 
to ask questions. “Why do you think that is?” and 
“What evidence supports that claim?” are excellent 
starters. Just remember to keep it friendly—no one 
likes the “Why are you so dumb?” approach!

•	 Analyze Sources: Teach people how to identify 
reliable sources versus those that are a bit too “out 
there.” If a source seems to come straight from the 
“Department of Conspiracy Theories,” it’s best to 
give it a hard pass.
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•	 Debate with Humor: Host friendly debates with 
friends where everyone must present their 
arguments using humor. “I believe in free speech, 
but can we at least agree that pineapple on pizza is 
a crime against humanity?”

5. Bringing History to Life
History is a treasure trove of lessons on resisting fascism, and 
it can be more exciting than a superhero movie! By bringing 
historical figures and events to life, you can inspire others to 
recognize the signs of tyranny.

Ideas for Engaging with History:

•	 Dramatic Reenactments: Get your friends together 
to reenact pivotal moments in history. Picture 
it: a group dressed as suffragettes protesting for 
women’s rights while dramatically shouting, “Votes 
for women!” If you’re feeling particularly theatrical, 
throw in some interpretive dance.

•	 Historical Field Trips: Organize trips to local 
museums or historical sites related to social 
justice movements. Nothing beats the feeling of 
standing where great minds once fought for justice 
(and maybe you can snag a few Instagram-worthy 
photos).

•	 Bring in Guest Speakers: Invite local historians, 
activists, or authors to speak about historical 
resistance movements. A Q&A session can be 
enlightening—and there’s always the chance of an 
unexpected plot twist!

6. The Art of Humorous Education
Sometimes, the best way to teach is through humor. Whether 
you’re crafting a lesson or delivering a speech, injecting humor 
can keep your audience engaged and entertained.
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Tips for Infusing Humor into Education:

•	 Use Relatable Analogies: Make your points with 
humor through relatable analogies. “Fascism is 
like a bad roommate who takes over your fridge 
and insists that all your favorite snacks belong 
to them.”

•	 Create Funny Visuals: Use amusing visuals in your 
presentations. A cartoon of a fascist trying to 
catch a free-thinking bird could really drive the 
point home—if only they knew that humor was 
their kryptonite!

•	 Incorporate Props: Don’t shy away from using 
props during your talks! Whether it’s a rubber 
chicken to symbolize absurdity or a fake mustache 
for a comical twist, props can help your audience 
remember key messages.

7. Embrace Your Inner Teacher
As an activist, you’re also an educator. Embrace that role by 
sharing your knowledge with others, mentoring young activists, 
and encouraging them to find their own voices.

Ways to Embrace Your Teaching Side:

•	 Create Learning Circles: Gather small groups to 
discuss important topics, share resources, and 
support each other’s learning. These circles can 
become a safe haven for idea exchange—imagine 
it like a cozy book club but with a lot more passion 
for social justice!

•	 Start a Blog or Vlog: If you’re a bit of a tech wizard, 
start a blog or vlog to share your insights, thoughts, 
and humorous takes on current events. Don’t 
forget to sprinkle in some jokes—your audience 
will thank you!
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•	 Empower Others to Teach: Encourage those you 
educate to share their knowledge with others. 
Empowerment creates a ripple effect—soon, 
you’ll have an army of informed activists ready 
to tackle tyranny!

8. Final Thoughts: Knowledge is Your 
    Superpower

As we wrap up Chapter 7, remember that education and 
awareness are essential weapons in the fight against fascism. 
By equipping yourself and others with knowledge, promoting 
critical thinking, and using humor to engage, you can build a 
stronger community prepared to stand against oppression.

So don your superhero cape, embrace your role as a humorous 
educator, and let’s go forth armed with knowledge—and a few 
well-timed punchlines! Because when the world feels heavy, 
a little laughter can light the way, proving that while fascism 
might be lurking around the corner, you’re ready to shine a light 
on it with humor, wisdom, and a healthy dose of activism.



60

Final Synopsis
Laughter in the Face of 

Tyranny – A Comic Guide to 
Fighting Fascism

In the ever-intensifying battle against authoritarianism, 
repression, and fascist ideologies, the power of humor 
stands as one of the most unlikely, yet formidable, weapons. 
Throughout this book, we’ve taken a journey into the world of 
comedy as resistance, exploring how laughter, ridicule, satire, 
and absurdity can puncture the puffed-up egos of fascists and 
dismantle the rigid frameworks of their ideologies—all while 
having a good laugh.

Laughter as a Weapon
Fascism thrives on fear, division, and control. The very nature of 
fascism is stiff, humorless, and joyless—a draconian philosophy 
that seeks to squash dissent, creativity, and diversity of thought. 
By poking fun at fascist leaders, policies, and propaganda, we 
expose the absurdity of their claims, dismantling their power 
structures one joke at a time. Humor disarms fascists because 
it renders them less terrifying and more ridiculous. If we can 
laugh at them, we strip away their authority.

The Science of Humor and Ridicule
Ridicule isn’t just cathartic; it’s strategic. Research shows that 
humor reduces fear, creates community, and opens people up 
to new ideas. This book has delved into the mechanisms by 
which humor transforms fascism from a looming threat into an 
overblown caricature, using everything from historical examples 
to modern-day memes and satire. From Jonathan Swift’s 
biting satires to internet culture’s viral takedowns, humor has 
historically been a sharp blade against authoritarianism.
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Building a Comic Resistance
But no comic resistance can survive on one-liners alone. This 
book emphasizes the importance of community—building a 
coalition of humorists, activists, and everyday citizens who 
understand that laughter is not just a distraction but a tool 
for social change. We explored how organizing comedic events, 
crafting witty slogans, and turning social media into a platform 
for biting satire can unite people under the banner of comedic 
resistance. Together, we can ridicule fascism out of existence.

The Future of Comedic Activism
As we look to the future, we acknowledge that comedy is ever-
evolving. The tactics we use to fight fascism today—whether 
they be satirical news segments, absurd protests, or internet 
memes—will shift as new forms of media and expression 
emerge. The key is to keep humor at the forefront of our 
activism. We must continue to challenge authoritarianism with 
sharp wit and biting humor, bringing diverse voices into the 
fold and creating space for marginalized communities to wield 
laughter as a form of empowerment.
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Conclusion: Keep Laughing, Keep Fighting
In the face of fascism, laughter is not an escape—it’s an act 
of defiance. It reminds us that no matter how oppressive or 
terrifying a regime may seem, it is not invincible. With each 
laugh, each joke, and each satirical jab, we poke holes in 
the iron walls of tyranny. Humor is a tool that brings people 
together, fosters resilience, and sharpens our collective resolve 
to fight for justice and freedom.

So, as we close the final chapter of this guide, remember: the 
fight against fascism is long and difficult, but it doesn’t have to 
be joyless. Keep laughing, keep resisting, and keep creating a 
world where freedom, diversity, and humor reign supreme. After 
all, the best way to take down a fascist is to turn their frown into 
a punchline.

And also... buy a gun. 
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“I just finished this book How to Fight Fascism (Without 
Losing Your Mind) and let me tell you—it’s something else, 
man. I’ve never read a book that breaks down fighting 
fascism while making me laugh my ass off at the same time. 
It’s not what I expected at all, but in the best possible way.

First off, the author’s got balls. This isn’t some heavy, dark, 
“all hope is lost” kind of book. It’s like, “Hey, fascism sucks, 
and yeah, it’s scary, but let’s make fun of it and beat it at 
the same time.” And honestly? It’s refreshing as hell. The 
book’s packed with humor, sarcasm, and even these absurd 
comparisons that make you chuckle while also going, “Oh 
damn, that’s actually true.”

One of the funniest parts is when the author compares 
fascism to a bad improv comedian who just refuses to leave 
the stage, even though no one’s laughing. It’s like they’re 
showing how weak these authoritarian leaders really are 
beneath all the posturing. They can’t handle jokes or any 
kind of ridicule because it undermines their power. That’s 
something I hadn’t really thought about before, but it makes 
sense—laughter is disarming.

And here’s the genius part: they give you solid strategies, like 
how humor can actually be a form of resistance, a way to 
challenge authority without resorting to violence or getting 
sucked into the same angry, divisive rhetoric. The way the 
author puts it, it’s almost like laughing at these tyrants takes 
away their power, which is wild when you think about it.

Overall, I think this book is brilliant. It’s funny, it’s smart, and 
it makes you realize that fighting fascism doesn’t have to 
be all about doom and gloom. We can fight it by laughing, 
mocking, and calling out the absurdity of it all, and that’s 
powerful. It’s the kind of book that sneaks up on you—
it makes you laugh, but it also makes you think. If you’re 
looking for something light but still deep, this is the book to 
read. Trust me, man, you’ll learn something and have a good 
time doing it.”

					   

FROM THE
FUNNY MAN HIMSELF


